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Please read as some things are NEW 
 
 

 You must pick up your registration packet at the registration desk before bringing any mounts into the 

building. Registration is the south entrance of Campana Hall (under awning). 

 

 If you wish to place your mount in the competition room, it must be registered, groomed, and photographed 

on Thursday July 30
th

  from 4pm – 7:30pm. Otherwise, someone on the competition committee will be 

placing the mount in the competition room.  

 

 After your mount is placed you MUST LEAVE THE BUILDING. No loitering in the grooming area or 

competition room.  

 

 No mounts are to be left overnight in the grooming area. 

 

 Registration will be open Thursday from 4pm – 6pm Avoid lines Friday by getting in early.  

 

 Registration closes at 4pm Friday.  

 

 To receive a critique you must sign up on Saturday in the competition room. Sheets with available time slots 

will be available at the door.  

 

 There is a calcutta competition and form auction Friday night in the vendor area of Campana Hall. To 

compete you can register with Cole at 816-724-0271. Everyone is encouraged to attend. (see below) 

 

 There is a NEW RULE! In order to receive any credit for work such as molding your own parts, sculpting 

your own form, or making your own habitat you MUST provide proof of work. This could be including the 

mold, showing pictures, etc. Just stating it is your work will NOT be sufficient to receive any credit. With  

no proof of work, it will be assumed that these are commercial parts.  

 

 NEW DIVISION Don Frank Master of Masters Division – Info can be found in this packet.  

 

 NEW CATEGORIES There are 2 new categories this year. Open Mouth Whitetails and Closed Mouth 

Whitetails are taking the place of the old Whitetails Division. Both of these new categories will compete 

against the Game Head category for State Champion Game Head. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Taxidermist Calcutta Live Competition 

& Form Auction 
At 7pm Friday evening in the grooming area we are going to have a live fish painting  

competition/calcutta. Competitors will compete for first and second place, winners selected by 

taxidermists’ choice. Anyone can compete in the competition. Please contact Cole Cruickshank at 

(816) 724-0271 to get registered, as there will be a limited number of competitors. You will have 1 

hour to paint a fish matching your reference picture with very limited supplies. The supplies will be 

provided to everyone who wishes to participate.  As the competitors are working on their specimens, 

everyone in attendance will be allowed to walk around, ask questions, observe the competitors, etc. 

Voting will take place to determine the winners at the end of the 1 hour time period. Before work 

begins, each competitor will be auctioned off. Should you buy a competitor, and he/she wins the 

competition, you will win the money that is in the Calcutta. (70% for 1
st
 and 30% for 2

nd
) This will be 

held in the mount grooming area. During the competition, we will also have our form auction so bring 

your wallets. Please enter through the NW door, next to the overhead door. Not only will this be fun, 

but it will also be a great learning experience watching as each taxidermist work on their pieces. 

Drinks will be provided. This is FREE to all registered attendees. 

 



 

 

2020 COMPETITION AND CONVENTION SCHEDULE 

Thursday, July 30th  

 

 2:00 pm –4:00 pm  - Setup Competition and Vendor area. Please help if you can.  

     

 4:00 pm – 7:30 pm  - Registration and Check-in.  

                

Friday, July 31st 

 

 8:00 am – 10:00 am  - Vendors set up in designated area. 

 

8:00 am - 4:00 pm  - Registration and check-in.  Note: Entries may be groomed, photographed, and    
  all mounts will be placed by the MTA board. At this time you must leave the grooming area.   

 

8:00 am       - Judging Begins; competition area closes.  No entries accepted after 4:00 pm. Competitors will not  be allowed 
     in competition area until judging is complete (approximately 9:00 am on Saturday morning) 

 

10:00 am   - Orientation for new competitors. If you have never attended our show, please come to this short tour of the  
   convention and learn what will be happening throughout the weekend. 

 

12:00 pm - 5:00 pm  - Vendors Open (Please support each of our vendors!) 

 

12:30 pm - 2:30 pm  - Marcus Detring – Hands on Habitat Rock Expert Techniques  

 
 3:00 pm - 5:00 pm  - Lance Johnson – Finishing and Painting Duck heads 

 
3:30 pm – 4:30 pm  - Sam Gaylord - Kids Seminar – Hands on Road Kill. 

     

6:00 pm - 10:00 pm   - Calcutta – Live Competition - Live auction - Located in the vendor area.  
 

Saturday, August 1st 

 
 

9:00 am   -   5:00 pm     - Late Registration - NO entries accepted.  There is a one-day registration for $50  

 
9:00 am   - 11:00 am  - Tim Gorenchan – In depth score sheet interpretation   

 

9:00 am - 11:00 am  - Vendors Open 
 

9:00 am – 11:00 am  - Competition area open to registered taxidermists. Judges critiques. 

 
11:00 am – Noon  - Competitors’ Voting for choice awards in competition area. 

 

 Noon - 2:00 pm       - Blake Reiminger – Turkey mount balance, feet and anatomy 

 

Noon – 5:00 pm  - Competition area open to registered taxidermists. Judges critiques. 

  
 2:00 – 5:00 pm  - Dave Ferguson – Hands on black bear sculpting, eyes and ear setting 

 

1:00pm - 5:00 pm  - Vendors Open 
 

Noon - 5:00 pm  - Competition Room open for critiques 

 

 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm  - Social Hour - Open bar in the banquet room. 

 

 7:00 pm      - Awards Banquet.   Open to all competitors after meal—major awards announcements, 
     live auction. Silent & Live Auction Items to be paid for  

following banquet.  ALL award winners need to be photographed with their mounts and ribbons 

IMMEDIATELY after the banquet.  

Sunday, August 2nd 

 

 8:00 am   - 11:00 am  - Competition area open to public and judges’ critiques until meeting begins. 
 

 9:00 am   - 11:00 am  - Vendors Open (Some vendors may elect to tear down during this time) 

 
 9:00 am   - 11:00 am  - Clint Rickey – Whitetail through a judges eyes 

 

  11:00 am   - Judges Dismissed 
 

 11:15 am -   ???  - MTA BUSINESS MEETING Competition area closes.  Mounts may be removed at the  

     conclusion of business meeting but not before.  Out of state competitors will be removed  
     first. NO EXCEPTIONS!!  Convention closes. 

 

NOTE:  Schedule and seminars subject to change.  Check at registration table or video kiosk in the hotel lobby for updated information and possible changes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Lodge of Four Seasons 

315 Four Seasons Drive 

Lake Ozark, MO, 65049  

(573) 365-3000 

Toll-Free 1-800-THE-LAKE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

A block of rooms have been set aside at The Lodge of Four Seasons at a reduced rate for the guests 

attending the Missouri Taxidermist Competition and Convention. Once this room block is full, the hotel cannot 

guarantee rooms at the same rate. The special room rate for MTA guests is $132.00/night plus tax for single or 

double bed sleeping rooms. This price includes your resort fee, which covers amenities such as high speed 

internet in guest rooms, wifi throughout the hotel, fitness center, in room Keurig coffee makers, shuttle service, 

valet parking, swimming, tennis, basketball, sand volleyball and more. THIS ROOM BLOCK IS ONLY 

AVAILABLE UNTIL JUNE 30
TH

. NO RESERVATIONS AFTER JUNE 30
th

 WILL BE GUARANTEED 

THIS RATE.  

Driving Directions 

From Columbia 

Take Hwy 63 south to Jefferson City. In Jefferson City turn right on 54 west. Follow 54 west about 50 miles to the Business 54 exit in 

Lake Ozark. At Lake Ozark, exit onto Business 54. Go about 2 miles on Business 54 to 1st stoplight. Turn toward Four Seasons at the 

stoplight onto State Rd. HH (Horseshoe Bend Parkway). The Lodge is 3 miles down HH (Horseshoe Bend Parkway) on the left. 

Travel time approximately 90 minutes. 

From Kansas City 

Take Hwy 50 east from Lees Summit to Tipton. At Tipton stoplight, take Hwy 5 south. Go left on 52 east. Take 52 east to Eldon. At 

2nd stoplight in Eldon, turn right. That will take you to Hwy 54. Turn right on 54 west. Follow 54 west approximately 9 miles and 

turn right on Business 54 at Lake Ozark. Go about 2 miles on Bus. 54 to 1st stoplight. Turn toward Four Seasons at the stoplight onto 

State Rd. HH (Horseshoe Bend Parkway). The Lodge is 3 miles down HH (Horseshoe Bend Parkway) on the left. Travel time 

approximately 2 1/2 hours. From the airport, take 435 loop south to Hwy 50. When traveling to and from the airport, please allow an 

additional 60 to 90 minutes of travel time to reach Lake Ozark. 

From St. Louis 

Take I-70 west to Kingdom City. Exit onto Hwy 54 south(west). Take 54 south(west) 80 miles to Lake Ozark. At Lake Ozark, exit 

onto Business 54. Go about 2 miles on Business 54 to 1st stoplight. Turn toward Four Seasons at the stoplight onto State Rd. HH 

(Horseshoe Bend Parkway). The Lodge is 3 miles down HH (Horseshoe Bend Parkway) on the left. Travel time approximately 2 1/2 

hours. 

Take I-44 west to Rolla. Exit onto Hwy 63 north. Take 63 north to Vienna. At Vienna, turn left onto Hwy 42. Follow 42 to the end and 

turn right on Hwy 54 east. Go about 2 miles on Hwy 54 to the 1st stoplight. Turn left at the stoplight onto Business 54. Go about 3 

miles on Business 54 to the next stoplight and turn left onto State Rd. HH (Horseshoe Bend Parkway). The Lodge is 3 miles down HH 

(Horseshoe Bend Parkway) on the left. Travel time approximately 3 hours. 

 

 

Enjoy your stay at the Lodge 

The Lodge offers four swimming pools, three golf 

courses, a marina, a world class spa, trap shooting, bike 

rentals, disk golf, tennis, basketball, sand volleyball, boat 

and wave runner rental, paddle board rental, guided 

fishing tours, water sports i.e. parasailing, daily movies in 

their theater, daily poolside activities, (weather 

permitting), and Kids Camp.  



2020 Judges 
 

We have invited four very accomplished judges to be with us this year.  Each has won honors and judged at every level of 

competition. Competitors will have a great opportunity to get “one-on-one” information from an expert in each category.  

  

Our judges for the 2020 MTA Competition &Convention are: 

 Clint Rickey - Whitetails - Clint has been doing taxidermy for 17 years.  In 2003, he started Rickey Ridge Taxidermy in 

Dodgeville Wisconsin. His area of interest is shoulder mounts. He has had “a lot” of competition success including 2017 2
nd

 

in the World Whitetail Deer. He has been judging taxidermy for the past 4 years. We are very excited that Clint is coming to 

judge our whitetails this year. 

 Dave Furguson - Gameheads/Mammals – Dave is the owner of Dave Ferguson Taxidermy Supply and has been doing 

taxidermy for 26 years. His areas of interest are molding, casting, sculpting and new product development. Dave is an expert 

in those areas as well as western big game life-size product development and ear molding.  In December 2019, Dave traveled 

abroad to share his taxidermy knowledge. Dave is very knowledgeable in all areas of taxidermy, and we are pleased he could 

join us and judge our mammals and game heads.  

 Lance Johnson – Birds – Lance joins us from Hunter North Dakota and has been doing taxidermy for 14 years. Lance is an 

expert in finish work and enjoys creating movement, attitude, composition and flow in his taxidermy work. He is a WASCO 

award recipient, 2 times a National Champion Bird winner and has won 9 state championship awards. Lance is a great judge 

and we welcome him to Missouri this year. 

 Tim Gorenchan – Fish/Reptiles – Tim also has been doing taxidermy for 14 years, when it comes to fish, Tim knows his 

stuff. He’s a major player in competitions, winning 3 Breakthroughs, 4 WASCO Awards, National Champion, North 

American Champion, 2017 & 2019 Best in World Coldwater Fish, 2019 NTA Champion and 8 state champion titles. Get 

those fish mounted up, you don’t want to miss an opportunity to learn from one of the best.  

 Devin Amelunke – Amateur – Devin has been a valued member of the MTA for a very long time. He has been extremely 

successful in the competition room, and has also done some judging for other state shows. He is great with kids, so he is 

perfect to judge our youth division. He is also a great teacher, which makes him a good fit for the amateur division as well.  

All five of these judges come highly recommended. They have accomplished a great deal in this industry and we are truly 

blessed to have all four with us as our judges this year.  Welcome to you all! 

 

SEMINARS 

 

Dave Ferguson –  

Hands on sculpting utilizing a black bear change out head that has one side 

finished and a replica of a skull on the other so you get to sculpt that side to 

match the other. Then after sculpting you will set the eyes and ears. Cost is 

$50 per participant, includes head, clay, ears and eyes. Limited to ten people, 

need to contact Bruce Sheeter at 573-334-1548.   Length 3 hrs. 

Lance Johnson –  

 

Using reference on setting up the feet and Mannikin for balance and attitude 

of the mount. Finishing and painting duck heads and feet and turkey feet. 

Working with the real skull and setting eyes in it.   Length 2 hrs. 

Tim Gorenchan –  

Using the score sheet to see what the judge is looking for. Going line by line 

on what needs to be in the mount by using reference as a study guide to 

improve these areas.   Length 2 hrs. 

Clint Rickey –  

Seeing a whitetail through a judges eyes. Looking at a score sheet and 

interpreting reference. Clint will pull a Whitetail mount out of the showroom, 

(With the consent of the competitor) and use it for a tool to show what he is 

looking for on a mount. There will be no JUDGING of the mount only 

pointing out the places he's concentrating on. How to take criticism from a 

judge to make you a better taxidermist.    Length 2 hrs. 

 

Marcus Detring – 

 Using Habitat Rock to go from visualizing the project to completion. Marcus 

will build, foam, seam and paint a rock to look like a "soft" rock. Dale 

Manning will supply 15 small rocks for participants to paint, and also a rock 

panel to build a rock with. This will be a hands on seminar. All supplies will 

be provided. Contact Bruce Sheeter at 573-334-1548. 

 Length 2 hrs    

Blake Reiminger –  

Setting up turkey feet, talking about the balance of the bird and anatomy of 

the turkey body will be the key points of this seminar.    Length 2 hrs  

Sam Gaylord– Kids Seminar- Road Kill 

Sam will be hosting a hands on seminar for the kids where they will each get 

scrap hides to create a road kill creature. Supplies will be provided, and the 

finished artwork will be voted on by show attendees. Winners will be 

announced at the awards banquet Saturday night.   Length 1 hr. 

 



AWARDS BANQUET 
The Awards Banquet will be held Saturday, August 1st  beginning at 7:00 p.m. (Social hour begins at 6pm) It is very important for the host hotel to 

know exactly how many will be eating (as well as for seating purposes) so you MUST order your banquet tickets on your registration form.  No 

additional tickets will be sold after July 15th; and there will be NO REFUNDS!! Following the meal, we will present the major awards for the evening.  These 

include, but are not limited to: 

AWARDS PRESENTED BY THE MTA: 
Best of Show – This award is chosen by the judges and will also receive the Breakthrough Award.  

Best of State – This award is given to the highest scoring mount in the entire competition and is ONLY given to members who reside in MO 

Best Out of State – goes to the highest scoring mount by an entrant from another state; it need not be a blue ribbon. 

Don Frank Master of Masters- This award is chosen by ballot given to competing Masters, Master of Masters, show Judges, past MTA MOM best 

of category winners & MOM champions.  

H.A. Nixon Best All-Around - Master’s Div.: is open to Missouri Taxidermist Association members only.  This award goes to the highest scoring 

competitor who enters & ribbons in all 4 categories (fish or reptiles/amph./other, bird, mammal-life size, & game head-any shoulder mount 

mammal).  Reproduction/Recreation, Competitor & Art Categories do not qualify. 

Best Overall Whitetail – goes to the highest scoring whitetail in the competition. 

Best of Category – are given in both Master’s and Professional Divisions to go to the highest scoring mount with a score of 90 or more in each 

category in their respective divisions.  The eligible categories are:  birds, sm. mammals, lg. mammals, fish, game heads, turkey, whitetails, game 

heads, reproduction/recreation, mixed group, and reptile. 

Best Overall Professional – all 4 pieces must be entered in the Prof. Div. one being in each category:   bird, fish or reptiles/amph/other (skin mounts 

only), game head or whitetail, and sm. or lg. life-size mammal.  All must ribbon 3rd or higher with at least one being blue.  This is a once in a lifetime 

award. 

Taxidermist’s Choice Awards- Professional Division; award winners are chosen by your peers. 

Best Amateur Mount – is given to the highest scoring mount in the amateur division. 

Paul Schwartz – is given to the highest scoring mount in the amateur division by an amateur taxidermist under the age of 16. 

President’s Award – This is a special award presented to a member chosen by the President of the MTA for their service and dedication on behalf of 

the Association. 

Show Challenge- The subject of the challenge is selected by the winner of the previous challenge. There is a $15.00 fee to participate and the winner 

takes all of the cash in the pot. The challenge winner is selected by the judges regardless of score or division.  

Best Professional Mount – Judges Choice, best mount in the Pro Division. 

Competitor’s Award Professional Division – Highest cumulative scoring 4 mounts in the Pro Division.  

Randy Cooper Memorial Award – Best waterfowl mount, selected by a representative.   

SPONSORED AWARDS: 
Breakthrough Award – is selected by the judges.  It is given to the mount which has excellent quality and strong artistic impact.   

Hazel Creek Inc. State Champion Awards- an award is given to the highest scoring entry in each of these five (5) categories:  Fish (skin mount or 

replica), Reptile (skin mount or replica, Bird (bird or turkey category), Life-size Mammal (small and large), & Gamehead (whitetail or gamehead). 

Woody Award – Taxidermy Today is sponsoring this award, which is chosen by the judges and goes to a mount in Pro or Masters that exhibits 

good artistic composition and craftsmanship.  This is presented to a mount that is not the Best of Show winner, as that mount generally receives 

much attention.  

WASCO Award – is selected by the judges for the mount that has the best exhibition of taxidermy; most creative and most artistic merit, and it must 

be an original idea.  It is judged as a 3-dimensional piece. 

Artisan Award – Taxidermists’ choice; which mount best represents what taxidermy should aspire to be. 

Vandyke’s Award- is to be chosen by the judges for the most original & creative presentation. 

Brian Harness Memorial Award – Brian Harness was a talented artist, sculptor, innovator, and World Champion taxidermist who did a lot for 

several members of our association. His life was taken far too soon in a tragic accident in 2012. This award reminds us of his love for small mammals 

and is awarded to any mammal (lifesize or gamehead) that is coyote sized or smaller.  

Matuska Competitor’s Award- Master Div. The combined highest scoring four mounts in the Masters Division that meet the minimum score 

requirements set by Matuska Taxidermy Supply  

 Research- is sponsoring two (2) gift certificates: a $100 gift certificate will go to the highest scoring Amateur mount and a $200 gift certificate will 

go to the highest scoring Professional mount 

McKenzie’s Taxidermist’s Overall Choice Awards – Master’s Division; are sponsored by McKenzie Taxidermy Supply Company.  These award 

winners are chosen by your peers. 

McKenzie’s Distinguished Service Award – is given to a member in good standing with the association who fits these criteria:  Promotes 

professionalism in business, Advances the art of taxidermy, Depicts taxidermy and hunting in a positive image, Shares knowledge of taxidermy 

techniques, Improves the quality of his/her taxidermy work, And Promotes the goals of the state association.  To be chosen by a vote among the 

officers of the association. 

Walnut Hollow Awards –  A plaque is awarded to the best Fish, Bird, Whitetail, Mammal, and Turkey mounts in the Pro Division. 

Polytranspar Award –a plaque is awarded to the highest scoring fish mount painted with Polytranspar airbrush paints.   

Second to Nature - Awarded to the best entry on a Second to Nature manikin. 

Lifetone Award – Awarded to the fish entry displaying the most artistic use of Lifetone/Hydromist paints.    

Walnut Creek Hardwoods Awards – Endearing Award, chosen by a representative, mount that would be appealing from a woman’s perspective.  

National Wild Turkey Federation – a winner is chosen & an award is presented in all 3 divisions by a representative of the NWTF. 

Most improved Taxidermist – Second Creation Taxidermy School – Second Creation taxidermy school will choose the taxidermist they feel has 

benefited from competing and improved their work the most over the last year(s).  

Awards may be added or dropped.  The competition committee reserves the right to adjust awards as the show conditions dictate. 

Jeff Gibson Award – 2 Awards, one for ages 3-10 and one for ages 11-15. These open art awards are chosen by the judges from ALL kids entries, 

regardless of the division or category.  

Beetleshack Award – is selected from all youth mounts by a Beetleshack representative. 

Conservation Federation Award – Best mounts in Professional and Masters Division selected by a CFA representative.  

Old Barn Mentorship Award – is voted on by registered taxidermists. Goes to the person who is appreciated for their mentorship, who freely shares 

their knowledge and skills with less experienced taxidermists.   

Mounted in Alaska Award – Selected by the judges, mount that tells the best story.  

Second 2 Nature Award – is given to the highest scoring mount on a Second 2 Nature manikin.  

Whitetails Unlimited – Awards for the best whitetail in the amateur, pro, and masters divisions are selected by a representative.  



Missouri Taxidermist Association (MTA) 

Rules for Competition 

 
1. Membership in the MTA must be valid prior to entering MTA Competitions.  Out-of-state competitors that choose not to join the 

MTA must be a current member of their home state’s association. (Must show proof of membership at onsite registration) 

 

2. Multiple entries in a category are allowed. 

 

3. Any mount considered to be in poor taste by the Competition Committee will be removed from the competition. 

 

4. Protected species must be accompanied by written proof of, or PROPER, permits for entry. 

 

5. No mount may be entered that has previously been entered in any MTA competition. 

 

6. *NEW IN 2020*  

 

“Don Frank Master of Masters Division” is reserved for the best of the best.  Competitor must meet the following criteria to 

qualify: Have won 1
st
,2

nd
 or 3

rd
 place medallion from WTC, North American or National Champion, Breakthrough B.O.S. winner, 

2 State titles or an active Judge within past 2yrs.  Judging will be by ballot. Those receiving ballots: those competing in masters 

division, judges, M.O.M. competitors, past MTA MOM BOC, or MOM champions. Judging is from 6ft away, no flashlights or 

touching allowed.  This division will be held every other year.  

 

7. “Masters Division” is for the taxidermist who wants to compete at the highest and most technically correct level. 

 

8. “Professional Division” shall mean a person who receives money for their taxidermy work.  You, however, need not be a 

Professional to compete at this level. 

 

9. “Randy Pike Amateur Division” shall mean a person who receives no money for their taxidermy work.  

 

10. “Youth Division” shall mean any youth competitor ages 16 and under.  

 

11. Anyone having received (3) three blue ribbons or (2) two blue ribbons, one being a Best of Category in a given category in (1) 

one division at an MTA competition must enter the next highest division in that category. 

 

12. Any out-of-state competitor must compete at or above the level required by their own state association.  If you must compete in 

the Masters division in your home state, you must also compete in the Masters division in Missouri. 
 

13. *NEW IN 2020* 

 

Any competitor who makes their own taxidermy parts must show proof of work to receive credit for it. Example: carving, 

casting, molding etc. 

 

14. The Competition Committee may, at its discretion, may move a mount up to the next division after consulting with the 

Competitor. 

 

15. JUDGES DECISIONS ARE FINAL.  We ask the highest quality people to judge our show.  Competitors are entitled to a 

critique by the judge to better understand what went into the decision that was made; however, disrespectful behavior will not be 

tolerated. 

 

16. Major Awards are the decision of the Judges and Competition Committee based upon score and Division. 

 

17. No member may be in the Judging area while judging is in progress other than the Judges, Competition Committee, and Special 

Guests. 

 

18. (A) No competitor may enter any work that is not of their own doing.  (An exception is made for freeze-dried turkey heads, but all 

reconstruction and painting must be the work of the competitor.)  If a competitor is suspected of entering a specimen not of their 

own work, they may be required to pass a proficiency test for the Competition Committee.  

 

15. (B) Any mount that is done in a workshop, seminar, or school will be eligible for ribbons, score  

      sheets, and critiques in their appropriate category, but will NOT be eligible for “Best of Category” or 

      any other major awards. 

 

19.  Any competitor who has entered a piece, not their own work, or falsified an entry in a Taxidermy Competition Will Not be 

allowed to compete in any MTA Competition. 

 

20. Entries executed by more than one Taxidermist must be entered in the Combined Artists Category. 



Multiple ribbons are awarded, but not eligible for major awards. Combined artists pieces must be entered in the division that is the 

highest of all of the competitors. For instance, if a master taxidermist and two professional taxidermists collaborate on a piece, it 

must be entered in the masters division.  

 

21. Reproductions/Recreations Category includes any reproduction or recreation that can be judged on an MTA score sheet. You 

may use commercial parts on your reproduction in the Professional Division if you so choose. When entering the Masters 

Division all molding and casting must be done by the competitor.  

 

22. Art Category will be open art:  Taxidermist Choice will choose 1
st
, 2

nd, 3rd,
 place ribbons.  However, Art Category will not be 

eligible for any other awards and will not have a Best of Category. 

 

23. Life-size Category qualifications are as follows:  at least one leg on the mount; size qualification- coyote and smaller will be in 

the small life-size, any species larger, regardless whether full grown or offspring, will be entered into the large life-size category. 

 

24. Mixed Group:  Any mount containing two or more different species of animals. You may choose to have both animals judged as 

a single entry by entering them into this category.  

 

25. In mounts where there is more than one specimen on a base, the competitor must decide if the mount will be in the mixed group 

or judged separately.  The mount cannot be entered into two different categories! 

 

26. Ribbons will be awarded as follows:  Honorable mention 65-69, Third Place 70-79, Second Place 80-89, First Place 90 and 

above. 
 

27. BEST ALL-AROUND is open to Missouri Taxidermist Association members only.  To compete for this title, the competitor 

must enter one mount in each of the following categories in the Masters Division: 

Mammal--Life-size, Gamehead--Any mammal shoulder mount, Bird--Waterfowl, upland bird, turkey, or  protected species (with 

proper  permit), and Fish or Reptile --Warm or cold water fish, reptile, amphibian, other.  To place in the Best All-Around 

competition, each of the four pieces must ribbon.  (Reproduction/Recreation & Art Categories do not qualify for this award.)  One 

taxidermist who demonstrates talents unsurpassed by any in all four categories will be chosen Missouri’s Best All-Around 

Taxidermist.  A special award will be presented to the winner at the Awards Banquet. 

 

28. Best Out-of-State Award goes to the highest scoring mount by an entrant from another state; it need not be a blue ribbon. 

 

29. To be eligible for “Best Overall Professional” Award all (4) four pieces must be entered in the Professional Division:  Birds, 

Fish or Reptile/Amph/Other, and Gameheads or Whitetails and Life-size.  All pieces must ribbon in every category with at least 

one ribbon being a blue ribbon.  (Honorable Mention ribbons do not count.)  Also, this is a once in a lifetime award for the 

Professional Division. 

 

30. If there is no Blue Ribbon in a category, there will be no Best of Category awarded.  

 

31. Any Reference materials or instructions for the Judges must be given to the Competition Committee at the time of entry, and 

cannot contain any information as to the entrant’s identity. 

 

32. All glass cases and protective covers must be removed prior to judging. 

 

33. Entries will be released after the MTA Business Meeting or at the discretion of the Competition Committee. 

 

34. Any Competitor who violates, or in the past has violated, any competition rule; in accordance with MTA Bylaws, will be subject 

to loss of any and all awards.  Entry fees will not be reimbursed.  Cheating at an event where there is the possibility of financial 

gain is a criminal act.  Cheating that can be documented will be prosecuted as fraud as per state statutes. 
 

35. The use of 3-D printers to replicate any mount, or any part of any mount is strictly prohibited.  

 

36. By signing this registration form, all competitors release the MTA, its Officers, and Judges from all liability for mounts entered in 

the MTA Competition.  The greatest care will be taken, but competitors are advised that accidents or thefts are possible, and that 

competitors should purchase insurance on their entries through their local insurance agent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

REGISTER EARLY AND SAVE 
 

The Competition Early Registration rate is $75.00 when postmarked on or before July 15
th

, 2020.  Be 

sure you have your form postmarked in time to ensure this lowered rate and avoid $100.00 late registration fee. 

Anyone that is planning on being there on Thursday afternoon, your help setting up tables and backboards 

would be very much appreciated. We will begin setting up at 2pm. All members who attend & compete are 

encouraged to help on Sunday afternoon with the tearing down process.  The more help we have, the 

quicker it goes. Please help in any way you can. 

 

VENDORS 
This is a partial list of the vendors attending the show. Please check our Facebook page for 
a current list. Pre-order your supplies and potentially save hundreds in shipping!!! 

 
Bob Fatheree Stands                    Old Barn Tannery       

Micro Tan                                             Beetle Juice Skulls 

Trophy Room Woodshop             Ozark Woods 

Rhonda’s Ruggery                          Ohio Taxidermy Supply    

Matuska Taxidermy Supply       Pro-1 Performance Chemicals 

Tad’s Taxidermy-War Birds        Hazel Creek INC. 

James Taxidermy Supply              Woodland Scenics 

Conservation Federation          Sleepy Creek Tannery 

 

 

PINE MARTEN CHALLENGE 

The challenge is open to all competitors regardless of division; however, the judge 

will chose the best mount from those entered.  A species of animal is chosen for the 

“Challenge”.  Each entrant must be a registered competitor as well as pay an extra 

fee of $15 to enter the “Challenge”.   The animal chosen by last year’s winner is the 

Pine Marten. The winner is ultimately the Judge’s Choice.   The winner receives a 

ribbon, the total fees paid in for the challenge, and have the honor of choosing next 

year’s challenge animal. A special Challenge Entry space has been provided on the 

registration form. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Habitat Rock will be offering 12% off each order  

Free shipping to our show in August.  

Just call Jennifer at 406.543.5501  

Mention that you're with MTA to receive this deal.  

Deadline to order is July 15th. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Don Frank 

Master of Masters 
Division 

 

 
 

This is a new division, and will only take place on even numbered years.  
 

 
Who can compete? 
 
To be eligible for this division the competitor must have won either; 
- 1st, 2nd, or 3rd place medallion at the WTC 
- National or North American Champion 
- Breakthrough Award for Best of Show 
- Multiple State Championships (2 or more) 
- Be an active judge (having judged within last 2 yrs.) 
- Judges at the show are eligible as well 
 
How are the winners selected? 
 
Judging the division will be done by ballot. Those receiving ballots are: Anyone competing at the show in the 
masters division, the judges at the show, anyone competing at the show in the Masters of Masters division, past 
Masters of Masters best of category winners. We are implementing "social distancing judging", meaning judging 
should be done at 6' without the use of flashlights. 
 
What do the winners receive? 
 
There are 4 categories: 
Fish/Reptiles 
Birds 
Gameheads 
Mammals 
Each category winner will get a specialty ribbon, and the Masters of Masters champion will be awarded a very nice 
trophy, as well as 1/2 of all the $40 entry fees collected in this division. 



Registrant Information 

Personal Information 

Taxidermist Name:    

 Last First M.I. 

Address:   

 Street Address Apartment/Unit # 

    

 City State ZIP Code 

Phone:   Birth Date (if 16 and under)  

Email  

Family Members attending 
that are not taxidermists:  

 

Attention: If anyone from your family is attending the convention, you will be required to pay a family membership. 

If your spouse is attending, but is also a taxidermist he/she must complete and pay a separate registration 
fee. Children are allowed to enter mounts under their parent or guardian’s registration without having to pay a 

separate fee. Non-taxidermist spouses are allowed to enter the art category without paying a separate registration. 

Fees 
*MTA Dues: ($40 individual; $50 Family)  
  $ 
 

Convention Registration: ($75 if postmarked prior to July 15
th

, $100 after) $ 

Entries ($15 per entry)  $ 

Mammal Challenge ($15 to enter the challenge) $ 

Don Frank Master of Masters ($40.00 per entry)                                                                                            $                                  

Number of kids attending the free kids seminar    __________________ FREE 

Best All Around (MTA Members Only $5) $ 

Awards Banquet (Adults – 13 and over $35; Children 5-12 $17.50; 4 and under FREE 
You MUST purchase banquet tickets on this form. No Refunds 

Banquet  number of adults______ x $35    Number of children ages 5-12 ______x$17.50   $ 

TOTAL (Make checks payable to the MTA, or complete card info below)  $________________ 
 
*MO resident taxidermists must pay dues to enter the convention. Out of state competitors must show proof of 
membership in their home state, or pay MTA dues. Only registered taxidermists and their immediate families may 

attend seminars and enter vendor area. If husband and wife both do taxidermy their dues will be paid as a family 
membership, but they both must pay full registration.   

Mail Completed Registration and Payment  

Mail to: 

 
MTA Competition and Convention 

218 N Spruce Street 
Eldon, MO 65026   

 

 
For additional info call Dawne  at (573) 746-6000 or Faron at (417) 776-2546 or visit www.missouritaxidermist.org 
 

Credit Card information  number______________________________ expiration date______________________ 

 
                                          Billing address zip code__________________ Security Code______________________  
 

 Missouri Taxidermist Association 
Registration Form 



Divisions 

Randy Pike Amateur Division 
Any person who considers themselves a novice, and receives no money for their taxidermy work may compete in 

this division.  
 

Youth Division (16 years and under) 

Any competitor that is 16 years of age or younger on the day of registration is eligible to compete in this division.   
 

Professional Division 
Any person who receives money for their taxidermy work is considered a professional.   

Masters Division 
Any taxidermist who wants to compete at the highest and most technically correct level can compete in the masters. 
 

Don Frank Master of Masters Division 
 

Ultimate level of Competition. Competitor must meet specific qualifications to enter.  See rules for details.  

                                    Categories                                             Master of Masters Categories 
 

Fish (skin mount) 
Reproductions 
Reptiles/Amphibians/Other 
Birds 
Turkeys 
Freeze Dry 

 
 
 
 

Small Mammals 
Large Mammals 
Game heads 
Whitetails 
Whitetails -  
open/closed mth 
(masters only) 

 
 
 

Commercial Fish 
Combines Artists 
Mixed Group 
Art 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fish/Reptile (skin or replica) 
Game Head  (all) 
Lifesize Mammal  (all) 
Birds  (all) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mounts Entered 

Division Category Species 

To Qualify for these awards 
Indicate if you used: 

Pro-1 (paste or tan) 
Polytranspar (any fish) 
Lifetone (any fish) 
Walnut Creek 
Second to Nature manikin 

 

______________________ ______________________ ______________________ _______________________ 

______________________ ______________________ ______________________ _______________________ 

______________________ ______________________ ______________________ _______________________ 

______________________ ______________________ ______________________ _______________________ 

______________________ ______________________ ______________________ _______________________ 

    

    
 

→→COMPETITORS MUST SIGN AND DATE THIS FORM!!←← 
I have read the MTA Competition Rules and certify my entry/entries meet all the requirements; and I will comply 

with these rules and the decisions of the Competition Committee. 

 

Competitor’s Signature______________________________________ Date _____________ 
 

If your child is entering a mount under your registration, they must fill one of these sheets out separately. 

 

Missouri Taxidermist Association 
 

Entries Form 

 
 



 
 



 
MISSOURI TAXIDERMIST ASSOCIATION 

Lee Smith Scholarship Guidelines 
 

The Missouri Taxidermist Association will be awarding three $500 scholarships (if MTA funds are available) to attend a 
taxidermy class (reproduction classes are eligible) given by a Missouri Master Taxidermist in the state of Missouri only. 
 
SCHOLARSHIP ELIGIBILITY: 
 1.   Applicant must be a MTA member for three consecutive years or more 
 2.   MTA Master Taxidermists are eligible for the scholarship providing they do not take their class in a category they are a            
       master in. (They are encouraged to teach these courses.) 
 
SCHOLARSHIP PROCEDURE: 
1.  MTA member obtains a scholarship application form from one of the three Scholarship Committee members.     
2.    MTA member completes MTA Scholarship Application 
3.    MTA member mails the completed application to the Scholarship Committee Chairperson to be received by the specified  
       date of July 15th.  (Any late applications will be denied) 
4.   A three-person MTA committee will review the application and decide who will be awarded the scholarship(s) 
5.   Committee Chairperson will notify the recipient(s) being awarded the scholarship by letter 
6.   Class must be completed within one (1) year of receiving scholarship. 
7.   Recipient and teacher will show proof of completing the class by keeping a log 
8.   MTA will pay the teacher when written proof is received of the class being completed 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBER REQUIREMENTS: 
1.   Scholarship committee members shall be elected every two years (the odd-numbered years).  At the end of the two-year   
      term, two members will go off the committee and one person will  remain on the committee.   
2.   The committee will consist of three MTA members who have been a MTA member for at least five consecutive years 
3.   The committee will consist of three members from three different parts of the state.  (A  member cannot be from the  
      same town as another member) 
4.   Current scholarship committee members are not eligible for a scholarship 
 
TEACHER QUALIFICATIONS: 
1.   Must be a MTA member for three consecutive years or more 
2.   Must be a current MTA member and listed on the MTA Master Taxidermist membership roster 
 
REQUIREMENTS TO APPLY FOR A SECOND (OR MORE) SCHOLARSHIP: 
1.   MTA member must wait two full years after receiving a scholarship to apply for another scholarship  
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  Cut Here - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - -  -- - - - - - - -- - - -- - - - - - --  - 
 

MTA Lee Smith SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 
  
Name:___________________________________________________ Phone:______________________   Date:____________ 
 
Address:_____________________________________________________________________ Zip Code:_________________ 
 
Numbers of years as MTA member:_______                   Area of Study Requested (Please circle only one): 
 
FISH   DEER         MAMMAL         TURKEY     BIRDS GAME HEADS  REPRODUCTION 
 
Master Taxidermist Teacher requested:  1st choice:______________________________________________________ 
 
           2nd choice:______________________________________________________ 
 
           3rd choice:______________________________________________________ 
 
Applicant’s Signature:________________________________________________________  Mail to:  Bill Zimmerman 
                  14650 N RT J 
                  Harrisburg, MO  65256 
 



Current List of MTA Master Taxidermists 

MAY 1
st
, 2020 

Name                 Categories     Phone# 

Devin Amelunke   ALL      573-783-4718 

Dave Bartlett   Mammals, Repro   573-897-2819 

Scott  Brassfield  WT, GH, Mammals   660-465-7754 

Annie Carletti  Turkeys    816-296-3084 

Cole Cruickshank  Fish, Repro, Turkeys   816-724-0271 

Cindy Cunningham  Mammals    913-422-3111 

Danny Davis   Birds     573-470-9392 

Marcus Detring  Mammals, GH   573-756-5960 

Don Frank    Fish, Reptiles, Repro  816-532-3500 

Jeff Gibson   Reproductions, Mammals 816-204-8760 

James Graham   WT, GH, Turkeys   573-784-9887 

Sam Gaylord  Reptiles    319-470-7035 

Mark Huser    WT      417-204-2825 

Coryell Koch   Mammals, GH   573-259-8503 

Jimmy Lawrence  Fish, Reproductions  712-621-4425 
Garland Lessley   ALL      660-277-4339 

Bruce Owens  Birds,Mammals   636-295-2214 
Dave Pearson  WT, Mammals   816-261-8160 
Blake Reiminger  Turkeys, Whitetials  573-576-3657 
Scott Roscoe  Whitetails    636-614-6914 
Bruce Scheeter  Mammals    573-334-1548 

Larry Shumaker   WT, GH     660-826-1517 

Dawne Stacks  Mammals       573-746-6000 

Lance VanDusen  Mammals, GH, Whitetails 816-284-5169 
James Wood  Turkeys    417-428-3627 
Bill Zimmerman  Turkeys    573-338-2005 
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